-
— p.
_—

oot

Earth'atblt sweepe .~..
\‘;L o ,,L“ s
BRI - 2 o e B
e L .\;-.,
DX eHuenoyo tﬁ: <

) A

3emHou op6um

L4




BBC’s Jason Palmer reports:
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compyoHUK UmanbsaHCKoR
astronauts and damage satellites. KoCcMuYyeCcKo20 azeHmcme

Now a researcher at the Italian npeosnoxcun
Space Agency has proposed ceputo "y60poyHbix"

a series of automated ‘sweepers’ aemomamu3supoeaHHbIX
pabom.

The Space Age has left the Ear,ti‘l’s,"-' .
orbit littered with debris that="
can endanger the life of
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After a half century of

successes in space, low- .
Earth orbit has become a.  °
very messy place. Moress
than 17,000 pieces-of space
junk biggerthan a hand.s>
breadth are floating™*
around up there; the
largest of them'?vdg '
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The debris poses a growing risk

to communication satellites
and occasionally manned

space missions. As time goes
on catastrophic collisions
become more likely, which

would create even more
debris.
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Each orbital housekeeper Kax#cowbili opbumanoHsii
could clean up five nocmosney moxcem
objects a year, and would ybupames name
be sent on a seven year obveKkmoes 6 200, u
mission. It's a slow but byoem HanpaeneH Ha
straightforward solutio cemMb s1em muccuu. 3mo

to a problem that could meos1ieHHoe, HO npocmoe
otherwise leave low- peweHue npobsaemesl,
Earth orbit completely Komopasa moxem
unusable. coesnamo OKOM03eMHYIO
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